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Freemasonry came to Halifax shortly after the city's founding by the
Hon. Edward Cornwallis in 1749. Cornwallis, himself already a
Freemason, along with others founded a Masonic Lodge which at first
was known as the First Lodge in 1750. Cornwallis was the first
Worshipful Master of the Lodge. The name of the Lodge was changed
to St. Andrew's Lodge in 1781.

Early Lodges in the province came under the jurisdiction of either the
Grand Lodge of England or the Grand Lodge of Scotland. With the
formation of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia in 1866 St. Andrew's

Lodge was given the number 1 on the new Grand Lodge's rolls. This Lodge is recognized as the oldest
Masonic Lodge in Canada and is in fact the oldest in the British Commonwealth overseas, and continues to
meet regularly to this day.

1750-1800

Since the founding of St. Andrew's Lodge, Freemasonry in Halifax has gone through several interesting eras,
the first being 1750 to 1800. These eras can be marked by the laying of a corner stone for its meeting place.
The Provincial Grand Master between 1792 - 1800 was the Hon. Richard Bulkeley. It was Bulkeley's honour
and duty while Provincial Grand Master to welcome to Nova Scotia a distinguished member of the Craft, Prince
Edward, Duke of Kent, son of King George III, who arrived in Halifax on May 10, 1794, to assume the command
of the British troops that garrisoned the capital and the province. On May 27th, he was welcomed officially by
his fellow Masons. Speaking for the Craft, Provincial Grand Master Bulkeley assured his Royal Highness of the
"unshaken loyalty" of the fraternity in Nova Scotia to the person of His Majesty, King George III, and their
"zealous attachment to every branch of the Royal Family". The Prince expressed appreciation for the honour
which had been done him and his family, and then spoke of his interest in Freemasonry.

After returning to England in 1798 for medical treatment, Prince Edward returned to Halifax in 1800 and at the
request of Provincial Grand Master Bulkely, he laid the cornerstone for a new Masonic Temple, plans for which
had been underway for several years. Hundreds of citizens watched as the Prince laid the stone. Richard
Bulkely did not live to see the new hall in use as he died in December 1800.

1800 - 1875

The second era of Freemasonry in the province saw a number of men serve as Provincial Grand Masters of
England or Scotland. Prominent among them was the Hon. Alexander Keith. In 1840 Keith became the
Provincial Grand Master under the Grand Lodge of England and in 1848 he was also appointed as the
Provincial Grand Master for the Grand Lodge of Scotland. For three decades he gave freely of his time, talents
and financial resources to Freemasonry. With others Keith was instrumental in bringing the Lodges of Nova
Scotia together to form the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, independent from both England and Scotland, in
1866. He served the new Grand Lodge as Grand Master of Masons in Nova Scotia from 1869 until his death, in
1873

Keith was followed as Grand Master by Colonel, later Major General, John Wimbum Laurie, a man of zeal and
ability, and a born leader of men". The outstanding achievement of the Age of Laurie was the completion of a
new Masonic Hall or Temple.

1875-1924

The third era of Freemasonry began in 1975 and would continue until 1924. Some 900 Masons gathered at the



skating rink on South Park Sreet, and to the music of "Freemasons' March" played by bands of the 63rd and
66th Regiments, paraded to the place on Granville Street where the cornerstone was to be laid. The Brethren
then halted and opened ranks to permit the Grand Master and his accompanying Officers to march through to
their appointed places. A large silver trowel was handed to the Grand Master who then spread the cement. The
stone was lowered into place in three separate motions, after each of which the band played appropriate music
and the Brethren gave the public Grand Honours. The Grand Master struck the stone three times with the
Gavel saying, "Well made, well proved, truly laid, true and trusty; and may this undertaking be conducted and
completed by the Craftsmen according to die Great Plan, in peace, harmony and brotherly love"

By early in the 20th century it became necessary to enlarge the building, The First World War caused a delay
in making plans for the expansion and the cornerstone was not laid until 1924.

1924 - 2008

The cornerstone for the new expansion was laid on May 2,1924 by J. H. Wuifield, who was Grand Master in
1916-17 and again in 1923-24, and thus began the fourth era of Freemasonry in Halifax. The fourth era of
Freemasonry in Halifax came to an end in June of this year when the Freemasons of the city held their tag
meetings in the Barrington Street location.

2008 -

A new and fifth era of Freemasonry in Halifax is about to begin with
laying of the cornerstone and the dedication of a new Freemasons'
Hall.

This new era will be ushered in on Oct. 25, 2008 when the current
Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Roy Ernest lively, who was
elected Grand Master of Masons in Nova Scotia in June of this year,
will lay the cornerstone and perform the dedication of the new
Masonic Temple located at 165 Coronation Avenue in Fairview,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

The "Ceremony of Laying a Cornerstone" is an old Masonic tradition. The cornerstone is tested with the
square, level, and plumb to ensure it is suitable for its purpose and then anointed with corn, wine, and oil prior
to its being cemented in place in the northeast corner of the building.

The silver trowel, silver vessels, and the Bible used at this ceremony
were used and presented by King George III, for the laying of the
cornerstone on the Masonic Temple at the comer of Barrington and
Salter Streets in 1877. Following the cornerstone ceremony, are the
cutting of the ribbon, entering the Temple and the dedication of the
Temple, according to ancient customs and Masonic traditions.

This historic ceremony will commence with a parade to the Masonic
Temple by the Masonic,. The parade will include representatives of
the various concordant bodies of the fraternity along with wives and

guests from the community. The media is invited to witness the ceremony.
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